the dynasts' political manoeuvrings against him did not help, 11 but Cato also refused to engage in less virtuous tactics to obtain office, which may have deprived him of the consulship. In canvassing for the consulship, he abstained from morning salutations and outright soliciting, and forbade his friends from canvassing on his behalf on the grounds that it did not signal proper dignity. 12 As early as 67 BC, Cato had been the only one of the candidates for the military tribunate to obey the law forbidding nomenclators for candidates, yet and he was still elected. 13 His two electoral defeats point to a further aspect in Cato's relation with the people: was it simply Cato's refusal to canvass the people in the traditional fashion which made the people reject his candidature, or did other factors, such as oratory, play a part? Was the dichotomy between his high auctoritas and his relatively lower formal status as ex-magistrate the result of a stronger personal brand in the senate compared to a less cordial relationship with the people?
Modern scholars have discussed specific aspects and occasions of Cato's oratory -the filibustering technique, the influence from his Stoic beliefs, and famous speeches such as his prosecution of L. Licinius Murena and his speech in the debate on the Catilinarian conspirators -but less attention has been given to Cato's speeches in the contio and his relation with the popular audience present. 14 The scattered nature of the oratorical evidence, in spite of Malcovati's collection, is partly to blame. 15 There are no secure verbatim passages from Cato's speeches, but a handful of potential ones (one from a contio) and ample evidence of occasions at which he spoke. In a similar way, scholars have focused on Cato's opposition to the three dynasts and his network of conservative senators, but less on Cato's connection with the populace. 16 A close reading of passages describing specific performances in the contio, the rapport between Cato and the people, and his stance on popular measures can help us judge the effect of his oratory in the popular assemblies and his attitude to the people and thereby help to build up a picture of Cato's overall relationship with the people.
My analysis will show that Cato was a very capable orator who was an effective speaker in the senate, but could also appeal successfully to the people. Although he preferred to work through the senate rather than the contiones or the courts, he was no stranger to typical contional tactics of crowd-pleasing, shouting, physical obstruction and theatricality. assist his further political aim of serving the res publica rather than the interests of the people. He could silence the crowd through his oratory and auctoritas, but he was never adored by the people: his effect on the people was more one of awe and fear than of fondness and affection. His relationship with the people was marked by his interest in the res publica, not with the conditions of the people itself; a fact which he did nothing to hide.
The Stoic orator
Before we turn to Cato's oratory in the contio and his relationship with the people, it is useful to understand how Cato prepared himself for a political career involving public speeches in the contio. Cato's public profile as a Stoic was cultivated through an appearance and behaviour as an austere, frugal man of principles. As noted above, he was seen to possess auctoritas already when tribune-elect in 63 BC. His priesthood as XVvir sacris faciundis also lent some authority, 26 as did his ancestry, and both would have had some impact with the people. Yet
Plutarch argued, as mentioned above, that his auctoritas did not translate into charm or charisma, because his uncorrupted dealings and high virtue made him seem old-fashioned and unlikeable, especially to the people, who rejected his candidature in two elections. 27 On the other hand, Plutarch also described Cato's first known public speech as a combination of harsh content and charming style which won men's hearts. 28 It was a civil suit held before a praetor, and Cato spoke against the decision of the tribunes to pull down or move a pillar in the Basilica Porcia, which had been dedicated by Cato's great-grandfather, Cato the Elder.
29
Plutarch's remark that Cato's speech was admired for its eloquence and illustration of his high character, and, more generally, that Cato had a strong voice, energy and endurance to speak for a whole day, seem influenced by later occasions of Cato's oratory in action, especially his famous filibuster speeches. 30 What is important here is Plutarch's observation that this was Cato's first public performance (probably when he was in his early twenties), and that it was against his wish to speak already at this point; he afterwards returned to his 
Cato and the people
When Cato was elected quaestor for, most likely, 64 BC, he may already have had a public image as a well-spoken defendant of tradition and principle. 33 The details of his election are unknown, but once in office, Cato added a further aspect to his public image as a guardian of the public treasury, an image which seems to have found favour with the people. He professionalised and reorganised the tasks and personnel of the treasury, and he dismissed one clerk of the treasury and had another put to trial for fraudulence in office. 34 The people in obstruction), and sheer violence -Cato was not elected. 68 Cato's defeat was not a direct result of his relation with the people, as Pompey's machinations made the crucial difference and the first century of the first class was dominated by the richer segment of the population.
69
Plutarch mentions that a group of voters, indignant with the way in which Pompey ran the elections, was formed into an assembly which Cato addressed, and after his speech, Cato was escorted home by a crowd even larger than the combined crowds accompanying the praetorselect. 70 Was Cato perceived as the people's champion against the dynasts, or are we here seeing two opposing groups originating in the elite and each supported by a partisan crowd?
Although we cannot determine precisely the nature and composition of Cato's crowd, 76 After his repulsum, the image also suited somebody indifferent to the shame of defeat and the opinion of others.
The element of austerity and frugality fits into another public event in these years, namely Cato's management of the aedilician games in the summer of 53 BC, on behalf of his friend Favonius. Instead of offering expensive gifts and prizes, Cato handed out simple things like olive branch crowns, vegetables and other produce, and fire wood. This was taken as a sign of Cato relaxing his usually severe manner and the people preferred this to the lavish games conducted by the other aedile, Curia, taking place at the same time in the other theatre. 77 Plutarch's colourful story tied in well with his portrait of Cato, but it also suggests that Cato tried to come across as frugal in his administration of a public duty. This again fits with his activities as quaestor (and later) and his concern about the revenues of the treasury.
The other point to make about this anecdote is the fact that Cato was perfectly capable of winning over the crowds and playing on their goodwill, which again suggests that his lack of charm in certain public contexts was more a choice and less a result of an ingrained character trait. Cato could certainly be a crowd-pleaser when the occasion was right and he could see a political gain to be made.
When charm and dress was not enough, Cato relied on his authority. Twice in the period 54-52 BC he managed to silence a hostile crowd through determination and oratorical ability. When his proposal to limit electoral bribery was met with opposition from the electoral candidates of 54 BC and the crowd, and the latter became violent one morning when Cato went to his praetor's tribunal, Cato managed to secure the rostra and by his display of firmness and boldness managed to silence the crowd and deliver a speech which stopped the disturbance completely. Cicero's criticism of his lack of engagement with the people with the observation that he had offended the people through his behaviour but also that no man should alter himself to please others. 82 Cato evidently used his Stoic beliefs to tackle his defeat without emotion or regret, and his abstention from canvass may also have derived from Stoic thoughts about dignity and manner, as well as a more general disgust among the senatorial elite with subjecting oneself to begging for the favour of the people. 83 In this situation, Cato was willing to let his principles and philosophy override his political concern to block the dynasts from power, while at other times the balance had titled in the opposite direction. This indicates that Cato's interest in the people was motivated only by a concern for his own political views of protecting the res publica and not in a genuine concern for the conditions of the people or, even, the advancement of his own political career.
Conclusion
All sources agree that Cato was a well-prepared orator who could tailor his style to the audience and occasion, that he had a strong voice and endurance to deliver long speeches, and that he could speak against solid opposition and silence a crowd through his eloquence and auctoritas. Cato was not always successful in persuading the people, but could carry the day at times. It is unclear whether his oratory played a direct part in his successful elections to the quaestorship, tribunate and praetorship, but his speeches did influence public perception of his character and political outlook and, in this way, had an indirect impact on the electorate. While his defeat in the praetorian elections of 55 BC was related to Pompey's scheming against him, his failure at the polls in the consular elections of 52 was related to his abstention from canvassing for the people's favour, which could have involved speaking in the contiones (although election speeches as such were not part of the norm). 84 he was prepared to use most of them. His grain law, use of physical obstruction, shouting and direct appeal to the people can all be seen in the vein of contional tactics and methods, while his flair for drama and theatricality was played out in his bombastic remarks, his physical appearance, and his use of his general image as a Stoic and a man of principle. Plutarch may have found Cato's character suited to these techniques, but Cato's motivation was clearly political. He seems at all turns driven by a wish to protect the res publica as he knew it. This did not entail a specific concern for the people, as claimed by Dio, 85 because Cato seems to have been positively disinterested in the conditions of the people, except when an advertised concern could help his political agenda. In this way he was not so different from other politicians, including tribunes designated popularis, but it is important to remember in relation to the common notion of Cato as the senate's man: Cato did not shun the contiones and he tried to influence the people through contional techniques as a means to further his political ends.
While his view of the res publica may have included the people as a necessary element, his actions suggest that he thought the people in need of guidance from wise senators. This justified the attempt to influence them by all means possible -oratory, appearance, political measures -in order to work for the interests of the res publica.
Kindness shown to individual members of the populace or shown in private, as mentioned by Plutarch, did not exclude a much more hard-nosed approach to the function of the people in Roman republican politics. What the people thought is difficult to discern because the 'crowd' mentioned in the sources sometimes represented one partisan group only (who feared him). The people at large may have found his dramatic appearances entertaining, but he was never the people's hero as were, for different reasons, Pompey, Caesar and Clodius. Cato's strong brand in the senate secured him high status and influence there, but although he was well known to the public, his brand did not translate easily into popular favour or successive magistracies. He was not the people's champion and only to some extent the senate's man; mostly, he was a politician working for his own stance on the res publica by whatever means 85 As argued by Goar, necessary. The idealized image of Cato produced after his famous suicide at Utica has to some extent obscured or coloured his attempts to influence politics through various types of appeal to the people because they did not fit a man sacrificing himself for the sake of the state. But it is exactly his conviction to work for the benefit of the res publica and his strong disgust with all things dictatorial which explains his political use of and relation with the Roman people. And it is also his suicide which proves that he was not simply a cynical opportunist who adopted whatever tactics which happened to suit his political advantage coupled with self-righteous claims about his devotion to the welfare of the state. If he had simply been an opportunist, he would have abstained from this final step and found another way. While his suicide does not suggest a man intent only on propelling his political career forward, it fits with his public image of a Stoic, a principled man, and a republican. Such a public image can be reconciled with Cato's political pragmatism and use of popular appeals ultimately aimed at serving his vision for the res publica. 
